





4. Armed Forces Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) 1-800-323-0513
www.asvabprogram.com Free. 517-887-1713 x2025 Lansing Military Entrance Processing center will
test homeschoolers at age 17.

The ASVAB Career Exploration Program provides tools developed by the Department of Defense (DoD) to help students
learn more about career exploration and planning. Provides high quality, cost-free career exploration and planning materials.

It includes a multiple aptitude test battery, an interest inventory, and various career planning tools to help students
explore the world of work. Eight individual tests covering verbal and math skills, mechanical knowledge, electronics, and
several other areas. No one is under any obligation to the military as a resuit of taking the ASVAB. Many students take
the ASVAB for career exploration and have no interest in military occupations.

The Lansing office of military recruitment is willing to test a group of homeschoolers if a location is provided. Must be 17 y.o.

How to Prepare for College/Other Testing

Free ACT/SAT/ MEAP and Other Practice Tests

1. Michigan eLibrary (MeL) - www.mel.org/index.html - Sign in with a driver’s license, then look for the link that says

“Practice Tests/LearnATest”.

FREE practice tests for SAT/ ACT/ Advanced Placement, Civil Service, Cosmetology, EMS, Firefighter,
GED, Graduate School Enirance Exams, High School Skills Improvement, Law Enforcement, Math Skills
Improvement, Military, Nursing, Writing Skills Improvement.

Provides practice tests and tutorial course series designed to help students, succeed on the academic or licensing
tests they must pass. You'll get immediate scoring, complete answer explanations, and an individualized
analysis of your results.

2. Michigan Virtual High School http://www.testu.com/mivhs/mivhs.asp Sign up for free test prep for ACT, SAT, MEAP

thru M virtual high school. Look up your local school district’s code on the site, then use that to sign in, and create
a user ID and password to access the tests.

3. College board -Site of the SAT test administrators; prepare for PSAT, SAT; site has lots of information.

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/newsat/prep/practice_test.htm Free test and evaluation.

bther sources for preparation:

1.
2.
3.

Local Libraries — all have resources and books to help prepare for these tests- just ask the librarian.
Kaplan Center- Located in Portage. Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) and ACT test prep materials and classes.
Bookstores- there are many books and CD ROMS to help study and practice for these tests. Materials by
Princeton, Barrons, Petersons, and AMSCO are all highly recommended.
Internet sites: in Google just type in ACT or SAT and you will get plenty of sites to check out. Other keywords to
use:

 Boost my Score - www.boostmyscore.com provided by Dr. Gary Gruber, the leading national expert on
standardized test preparation. For $10 take practice SAT test and quizzes and have them evaluated
College entrance exam guide — This keyword will bring you to several helpful sites.
PA Homeschoolers — Online AP classes (see AP info in next section)
Princeton review - www.princetonreview.com Free practice SAT online, plus study materials
SAT/ACT Prep www.maxthetest.com
Take sat — Free study materials for the Scholastic Aptitude Test
Taking the act — Information on preparing and registering for ACT
Wired Scholar — Inexpensive practice tests online plus test taking tips
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Career Exploration

1. Crown Ministries www.crown.org (Larry Burkett's Christian Financial Concepts)

e  Personality I.D
“Personality I.D. is a new, unique, and validated interactive personality assessment tool that allows you to view yourself and
others from a fresh, new perspective. Its primary purpose is to help you identify and understand your unique personality.”

e Career Direct Yes (Youth Exploration Survey ) For ages 13 to 16. Each YES! packet contains three items —
A Guidebook, Passport, and Parents Guide. The Guidebook has a profile that assesses Personality Styles, Vocational
Interests, Work Abilities, and Work Priorities. The Parents' Guide provides guidelines and suggestions. Has a fun-filled
travel theme. Price: $35

2. Quintessential Careers www.quintcareers.com EXCELLENT, VERY COMPREHENSIVE SITE. A leaderin
career and job-search advice! More than 1,900 pages of college, career, and job-search content to empower your success
in life. Reviews of and links to many online career and personality tests- many of them free.

3. Career Development eManual www.cdm.uwaterloo.ca/ Free assessment tests.

4. Occupational Outiook Handbook (use these words in google) Nationally recognized source of career
information. Online searchable handbook from the Department of Labor. Excellent resource to find out more about a
careet/job you are interested in: qualifications, training and education needed, the expected earnings, working conditions,
and job prospects. Revised every two years.

5. America's Job Bank / Career One Stop www.ajb.org Nation's publicly-funded resource for jobseekers and
businesses. Explore career paths, compare salary data for different occupations, learn which careers are hot, get resume
writing tips and job interview strategies, post a resume, and much more! Find jobs--from entry level to technicai to
professional to CEO

6. Free Personality tests www.2h.com/personality-tests.html

7. The MAPP Assessment www.assessment.com Motivational Appraisal of Personal Potential. Reveals your
natural motivations, interests and talents for work. Free analysis yields: 5 free job matches to over 900 O*NET job
descriptions with complete Occupational Outlook Handbook Documentation; search real jobs that match your personal
motivations; find the top 11-20 jobs with your greatest potential for success. Discover your strengths, your styles for
communications, leaming and leadership. See what career is best for you.

8. Bureau of Labor - htip:/stats.bls.gov/home.htm Lots of information on careers and employment-even a page
for kids to begin to look at careers that might interest them.

9. Michigan Career Portal - www.michigan.gov/careers Links to many helps including state and national
employment, career choices, education, training, and business resources and services. Search for reports on over 400
occupations listed in alphabetical order. Each report contains information about that occupation's job duties, salary or wages,
education or training requirements, employment outlook, career ladder, related occupations and much, much more.

10. Other US Gov’t and US Dept of Education sites:
Dept of Education www.ed.gov
Student Gateway to the US Gov't www.students.qgov — career planning, distance ed.
Student Jobs www.studentiobs.govSearch jobs, create a resume, assess skills and interests

Paying for College

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) REQUIRED FOR STUDENT AID

1-800-433-324) Application: as soon after Jan.1 of your senior year as possible. Deadline: March 1 of senior year. Full
application and information online.

Students must complete a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) to apply for federal student financial aid, and to

apply for many state student aid programs. The information you provide on your FAFSA determines if you are eligible for
financial aid. Results of the Federal application are sent to the schools you are applying to. [fafsa]
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Paying for College (continued)
The Student Guide (to Financial Aid) FREE from US Dept Education 1-800-433-3243

40 pgs of information on federal aid for college- 66% of all student financial aid comes from the Fed’l Government. Call to
order or google [student guide financial aid] or www.studentaid.ed.qov to download. Very helpful. Explains FAFSA.
Student Aid Report (SAR) and each of the government grant and loan programs (Pell, FSEOG, Perkins etc)

Local and State Scholarships and Grants

Kalamazoo Community Foundation www.kalfound.org Local foundation that publishes “Kalamazoo Area Scholarship
Guide” (available only online), which lists scholarships available locally. From 1998-2006 over $16 million awarded
to 4000 students, including homeschoolers. Deadline for most of the scholarships are in the spring. Deadline
for the Clarence L. Remynse Scholarship deadline is December 1 (homeschoolers have been awarded up to
$7000/year; this scholarship is renewable for each year of undergraduate education) (269) 381-4416

Monroe Brown Scholarship www.monroebrown.org Kalamazoo Technology & Science Fellows Program (KTS) whose
goal is to educate and retain talented people in the Kalamazoo workforce. For students with a demonstrated
aptitude for technology or science, including math, mechanics or engineering, who wish to earn a degree at a local
Kalamazoo college or university and work for a Kalamazoo area employer during school and after graduation. A local
homeschool graduate received a four year scholarship through this program. 324-5586

Michigan Competitive Scholarship - $1300/ year, renewable each year. Based on ACT score and financial need.
[Michigan Competitive Scholarship]

Michigan Merit Award and Michigan Promise Scholarship (new in 2007.) Awarded based on scores on the MEAP or
Michigan Merit Exam (MME) (see pg. 68); $1000-$4000 depending on which program you fall under and based on
whether you attend college in state or out.

Contact: Office of Scholarships and Grants toll-free at 1-888-4-GRANTS (888-447-2687)

Free Scholarship and Financial Aid Search Services

Many of these websites have much more than just scholarship information. There are many articles and helps on planning
your high school education, preparing for testing, and taking the SAT or ACT tests.

Start here:

Mi-search: www.michigan.qov/mistudentaid — for Michigan residents-LOTS of information on preparing and paying for
college. Click link to: MI Scholarships Online. Providing Michigan specific scholarship search for Michigan
residents only. Also from this site, linksto other national scholarship database services.

Ml search uses the following two sites:
Fast Web: www.tastweb.com Probably the largest and most popular scholarship search site.
College Answer / Sallie Mae: www.wiredscholar.com / www.collegeanswer.com

Dept of Education Federal student aid: [student aid on the web] www.studentaid.ed.gov/ MANY helpful links.
Also: www.students.gov Information about federal student aid and preparing for college; Questionnaire to find
out what careers might be right for you; input your preferences (size of school, location, etc.) to search for the college or career
school that fits your needs, look for scholarships using a free search service; learn about the SAT and the ACT.

Coca-cola scholars: www.coca-colascholars.org Annual scholarships; apply fall of senior year.

College Board: www.collegeboard.com
Coliege NET MACH 25: www.collegenet.com Claims to be the fastest.

Financial Aid Information: www.finaid.org Site includes a financial aid eligibility estimator.

Free Scholarship Search: www.fresch.org

GoCollege: www.qocollege.com Excellent resource- 500,000 scholarship database.

Michigan Student Financial Aid Association: www.msfaa.orq Can download an 8 page guide for parents. A not-for-profit
professional organization committed to the effective administration of student financial aid.

Peterson’s College Quest: www.iiswinprd03.petersons.com/ugchannel 2000 resources in 69 majors.

Scholarships.com www.scholarships.com - 600,000

SRN Express - www.srnexpress.com Database of 8,000 private, non-need based programs.
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Americorp [americorp) 1-800-942-2677

The “domestic Peace Corp”; work for a year doing community volunteer service and earn over $4000 toward past, current,
or future college expenses. You'll learn teamwork, communication, responsibility, and other essential skills that will help you
for the rest of your life. During your year of service you are paid a modest living allowance and provided health insurance.
The website allows you to search for what opportunities are available in each state and you can read “testimonies” of others
who have participated.

Distance Learning- Earning College Credit At Home

From www.petersons.com/distanceleaming:

Though distance leaming in one form or another has been around since farmers used correspondence courses to bone up
on plowing techniques, only recently has it become a much publicized altemative to campus-based leaming.....

One impetus to this revolution is that the Internet has significantly facilitated distance learning and is thus provoking
tremendous change and experimentation in how education is delivered. The stigma that used to be attached to getting a
degree without physically being on a campus hardly exists now. And when "medallion universities” like Stanford, Harvard,
and Duke entered the distance education arena, it became legitimate overnight...

"Face-to-face with a talented professor in a classroom is still the best way to learn. The reality is that it's simply not available
to all those who want it, whether because of money or time. There are not enough brick and mortar buildings out there."

While distance education seems to answer a lot of student needs, the fact that drop-out rates are higher than those for
campus-based learning cannot be ignored. ... not everyone is blessed with the discipline and motivation that distance
learning requires. Despite what's said about the electronic classroom, it's a lonely way to study,... Many need and enjoy the
stimulus of being around a peer group to share reactions and to help each other...On the surface, taking courses via
distance education appears to be a quick and easy way to learn. lt's not. Personal characteristics and leaming styles play a
big part in the success of the distance leamer. A lot depends on the student's ability to organize time and resources....

On the other hand, there are just as many supporters of distance education who will tell you that interaction is enhanced and
richer than what normally occurs in traditional classrooms.

* Global Learning Strategies — www.goloballearningstrategies.org This site is from author Brad Voeller who wrote
Accelerated Distance Leaming on how to complete a college degree from home.
e Search google: distance education

+ Distance Education and Training Council or www.detc.orq -Accredited programs listed by school.

e Ed-X or www.ed-x.com A search engine and web resource for distance learning and online education with
comprehensive information on over 20,000 online courses and degree programs from 700 online colleges
worldwide. Courses listed by degree and key words from national & international schools.

+ Peterson’s Distance Learning or www.petersons.convdistancelearning/ Search over 1000 programs plus
financial aid information. 877-433-8277

+ Thomas Edison State College or www.tesc.edu/~ well known provider of distance learning, used by many
homeschoolers. 609-984-1100

+ Excelsior College or www.excelsior.edu/ (formerly Regents College) One of the first complete distance education
programs. 1-888-647-2388

* University of Phoenix Online http://www.phoenix.edu

Bob Jones University. http://www.bju.edu

Moody Bible Institute. http://www.moody.edu
Patrick Henry College. http://www.phc.edu

Taylor University hitp://www.taylor.edu

Regent University http://www.regentundergrad.com
LeTourneau University hitp:.//www.letu.edu
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College Application Essays

Essay edge.com - Site for help in writing college admission essays- search for “samples of our work” to read samples of
successful essays. You can pay to have your own essays reviewed. Free essay writing course.

http://www.essayedge.com/course/

Quintessential Careers — www.quintcareers.com Link to sample essays.

Google: [help with college essays]

Tips for Homeschooling High Schoolers
by Lynn Hogan

| have talked to a number of parents who have
brought their students home from traditional schools
this year. | think this is terrific, although | know there
are a number of challenges with doing this for oider
students. With the right plan, however, you can
make this the best part of your chiid's education
ever!

To start with, | am assuming your student is in favor
of the change. If he is reluctant, that's OK, but if he
is totally opposed to it, you may have some rough
roads ahead. Your student may be coming out of an
environment where peers and teachers had a great
influence on what he thought or did. Now, you will
be asking him to think for himself. If this is a skill he
has not used in a while, you may have to
encourage him to do so. He may be a little reluctant
to listen to you because you have always been his
"mom." He has to get used to the idea that you are
also the primary person responsible to see that he
is educated.

It is always helpful if you can involve your student in
the selection process. He can choose his electives;
he can help choose his curriculum. Some students
love to go looking through textbooks; others "turn
off" the second you mention that it needs to be
done. Giving your student a major amount of input
into his school is one way to make it clear to him
that he is not “in Kansas anymore."

In the traditional school system, his choices were
more limited and his schedule for studying any

particular subject was decided by others. In your
homeschool, you both can come up with a schedule
that works for you and your student. You have the
opportunity to help him be sure that he truly knows
how to manage his time and manage his
“paperwork jungle" (as we call it here). What a neat
blessing! That alone should encourage your student
to “stick with it.”

There will be some bumpy spots with the
adjustment process, but you and your student can
work together to make this his best school year
ever. It takes patience and determination from both
of you, but most things of any value do demand
those qualities.

This is the time when you are helping your student
to become an adult. This is your opportunity to
listen to him as more than just a child, but also as
an individual getting ready to start leading his own
life (to a degree). What a great chance you have to
share your values and listen as he shares his. It's
sometimes hard to allow our children to grow up,
especially if we aren't "thrilled" with the direction
they seem to be leaning, but it is our job to guide
them and pray for them.

By homeschooling your high school student, you
are giving him that final "touch" before he faces the
“real world," whether that be college or going into
the work force. Homeschooling high schoolers only
better fortifies them for either of those paths.

Lynn Hogan is a freelance writer and homeschooling mom of 11+ years from High Point, N.C. Her first child has graduated
and is attending a Christian liberal arts college in Tennessee. She is the owner of the Unit Study Helps website
(www.unitstudvhelps.com) and editor of the Homeschooler's Notebook, a free weekly e-mail homeschooling newsletter. (To
subscribe to the newsletter, send a blank e-mail to join-hs-notebook @ds.xc.orq) Used by permission.
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College Planning Chart

Fall

Spring

Freshmen

e}

Contact local school to schedule PSAT or PLAN for the
fall

Sophomore

Take PSAT and/or PLAN in October

Contact local school to schedule PSAT for the fall

Junior

o)

Take PSAT in October

Call local school no later than early January to reserve
spot for Michigan Merit Exam (MME)

Begin writing, calling, or e-mailing the colleges on your
list and request admission and financial aid information.
Begin researching financial aid and scholarship sources.

o O

O 00O

Check with local school for financial aid seminars you
may be able to attend

Take MME test in March (dates may vary)

Register for ACT about 45 days before the test (if student
does not take the MME; the MME includes a free ACT
test)

Take ACT (February, April, or June)

Register for SAT about 45 days before the test

Take the SAT (March, May, or June)

If there is a particular college you are interested in, check
to see if any SAT Subject tests are required. If so,
consider registering for a May or Jun test

Send letters or e-mail the colleges on your list to request
information.

Plan to visit colleges during your spring break so you

will be on campus when classes are in session. Be sure to
call the admissions office before you visit a campus. The admissions
staff will schedule you for a campus tour and arrange for an
interview, if necessary. Many colleges have special programs for
visiting high school students. If possible, schedule an appointment
with a financial aid counselor to learn more about the college’s
financial aid opportunities. Bring your parents with you; they can
gain very valuable information by talking with a financial aid
counselor.

March 1- deadline for independent study homeschool
students to contact Advanced Placement Services to
schedule to take an AP test

May - take AP exam (s)

Take CLEP exam (s) (anytime-no specific dates)
Summer-good time to work on college essays and to
research scholarship sources

Investigate summer job or internship opportunities

Begin to assemble writing samples, portfolios or audition

tapes.

74 High School and College Planning




Fall Spring
Senior o Write, call or e-mail the colleges on your list and request January: Send a transcript of your first semester grades to
admissions, financial aid, and, if appropriate, housing the colleges you are applying to
applications. Keep a checklist or calendar with all the Call in Jan to reserve spot for MME retake
admissions and financial aid deadlines for the colleges Ask teachers, employers or coaches to write you letters
that you are considering, This is especially important if of recommendation. Give them ample time and deadline dates.
you are considering an early action or early decision Provide the forms that the colleges require, provide them with a list
admission application. of your a_ctivities, sport and employment and academic
o Check with local school for financial aid seminars vou accomplishments and a stamped, addressed envelope to the college.
y Follow up to make sure the forms are completed
may be able to attend _ Retake portions of MME in ?
o Continue researching scholarship sources Complete Free Application for Federal Student Aid
o Callin fearly Sept to schedule to re-take portion(s) of (FAFSA)- must be RECEIVED by the Dept. of
MME if necessary Education by March 1 (some schools require it
o Oct/Nov retake MME if necessary . earlier) Required by almost all colleges.
© Register and take and SAT Subject tests required by Within 4 weeks of filing your FAFSA you should receive
colleges you are interested in. o a Student Aid Report (SAR). Review for accuracy. If your
o Early Sept register for re-take of SAT if desired SAR needs correcting, contact the financial aid office at the schools
o Take orre-take SAT in November or December you have applied to. If you have not received a SAR within four
o Early September Register for ACT weeks after you filed your FAFSA, call 1-800-4FED-AID. Ifa
o Take/retake ACT October or December college requests your SAR, or any other documentation, submit it
. promptly and keep a copy for your records.
o Make sure that your transcript and test scores are sent to M . .
. arch 1- deadline for independent study homeschool
the colleges that you are applying to. .
. students to contact Advanced Placement Services to
o Ask teachers, employers or coaches to write you letters
. . . . schedule to take an AP test
of recommendation. Give them ample time and deadline dates. Mav — take AP
Give them any forms that the colleges require, provide them with a a}: take exam (s) )
list of your activities, sport and employment and academic Decide on the college that you will attend and send your
accomplishments and a stamped, addressed envelope to the college, tuition deposit. Write to the other colleges that accepted
and follow up to make sure the forms are completed. you and inform them that you have selected another
o Set aside plenty of time to draft, edit and re-write your school. This is an important step. Other students will
college essays want your spot! Be sure to respond by May 1.
o Begin to send in regular admissions applications; be sure If your first choice college places you on a waiting list,
to keep copies of everything you send with the date sent. do not lose all hope. Some students are admitted from the
o December-ideally you should be sending your last

college applications this month.

waiting list. Contact the college admissions office to let
them know you are still very interested and keep the
college updated on your activities.
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College Testing Overview
See more information on each of these tests in Chapter 8

Test | When to First Take Where to Take How to Register | More Information Cost
PLAN | 10" grade Local School Local School www.act.org
319/337-1270
PSAT/ | Offered only in the fall Local School Local School; www.collegeboard.com $12
NMQS | Take in the fall of 10" grade Call in the spring to (609) 771-7600
for practice; reserve a test spot for
Fall of 11™ grade counts the fall.
toward National Merit
Scholarship
ACT Spring 11" grade; -Kalamazoo Christian HS | www.act.org www.act.org ~$30 +
Several test dates available fall | -Kalamazoo Central HS | 319/337-1270 319/337-1270 $14 opt
and spring (if take the MME | -Western Michigan U. writing
state test, do not need to exam
schedule this separate)
SAT Spring 11™ grade; Western Michigan U. www.collegeboard.com | www.collegeboard.com ~ $42
Several test dates available fall or pick up Registration | (609) 771-7600
and spring. Bulletin at a local
school
AP Offered only in May each Local participating Call (888) 225-5427 www.collegeboard.com ~$82
year. school by March 1 to getthe | (609) 771-7600
Take the exam in May of any names and telephone
year that Advanced Placement numbers of local AP
material has been studied. Coordinators
CLEP | Offered year round so can take | Kalamazoo Valley KVCC 488-4460 www.collegeboard.com $55 + 810
any time you are prepared. Community College (609) 771-7600 testing
Test is taken on a computer. (KVCO) admin fee
MEAP | Grade 7, 8 (MEAP); spring, Local public high school | Call local school 1-517-373-8393 Free- one
MME Gr. 11 (MME). Grade 12- fall several months before. | Or email: free retake
if need to retake parts. mme@michigan.gov also
ASVAB | In local high schools they will | The military will come to | Call the Lansing 517-887-1713 x2025 Free
test at 16. Homeschooled a testing site that a group | Military Entrance

students must be 17 y.o.

provides.

Processing Station
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